Removing a Stain from a Picture

Clive R. Haynes FRPS
This project describes a method for removing a colour stain from a monochrome or toned picture.  The method will, with some modification, help with various staining difficulties.

Open the image, ‘Esther’.

This worn and gently toned Victorian picture is stained with ink.  We can swiftly deal with this.

Desaturate the image, use Ctrl + Shift + U.  This will remove all colours, including the warm toning and most importantly, the stains too!

It’s now a simple matter of creating and ‘Adjustment Layer’.  From the drop-down list, choose Hue & Saturation, click on ‘Colorize’ and adjust the Hue & saturation sliders to set the gentle warm tone once again. Click ‘OK’.

For more difficult stains, use the Adjustment Layer list to access ‘Channel Mixer’.

Once the dialogue box opens, tick ‘Monochrome’.

Adjust the three sliders to remove as much of the stain tone as possible.

Click ‘OK’

Open another ‘Channel Mixer’ adjustment layer and this time adjust the sliders to remove the remaining ‘aberrant tone’ that represents the colour

stain.

Click ‘OK’

If needed, use the ‘Mask’ section of this Adjustment Layer to edit the adjustment. With black as the Foreground Colour and a suitable brush size, selectively paint out areas where the Channel Mixer adjustment is inappropriate.

Further Channel Mixer Adjustment layers may be added using the practice above.

If the areas that were showing the colour stain appear to be too dense, too light or of incorrect contrast, make a rough selection around the offending part, then create another Adjustment Layer, either ‘Levels or ‘Curves’ – whichever in your estimation, will do the job.

Make the adjustment to correct the tone.

Click ‘OK’.

Fill the ‘mask’ area of the newly created Adjustment Layer with Black.  This will suppress the adjustment.

With White as the foreground Colour and a suitable brush size, selectively ‘paint in’ the areas of tone that you wish to correct (this will apply the values you’ve just set for the Adjustment Layer).

Once the stained area has been corrected, add a gentle tone to the picture via the Adjustment Layer of ‘Hue & Saturation’ > Colorize.

See also ‘Toning’ using ‘Colorize’ http://www.crhfoto.co.uk/crh/toningduo.htm
See also Hand-tinting http://www.crhfoto.co.uk/crh/handtintingv6.htm
